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Christmas Day Prayer
We light this candle
for the baby of Bethlehem,
for the child born to be king,
for the boy in the cradle
who became the man on the cross,
the Redeemer and Saviour of the world.
The darkness is overcome; the light is around us.
Amen.

Minister: Rev’d Duncan MacBean (Day off – Friday)
The Manse, 73 Hawes Lane
West Wickham, Kent BR4 0DF
07432 093353

Please note that Duncan will be on annual leave between Christmas and New
Year.
Church office: Sarah Ridgewell
Chislehurst Methodist Church, Prince Imperial Road, Chislehurst, Kent BR7 5LX
chislehurstmch@gmail.com
020 8468 7695 (Answer-phone out of hours)
Church Office open Tue-Fri 10.00 to 2.00

Please note the church office will be closed from 2pm on Friday 21st December, until 3rd January.

Upcoming Services:
Sunday
Thursday
Fijian Methodist Fellowship

30th December, Songs of Praise service
3rd January, 12.45pm
6th January, 1pm

Tuesday 25th December 11am
Preacher: Rev’d Duncan MacBean

Please take this notice sheet
home with you

WELCOME
ADVENT LITURGY AND LIGHTING CANDLES
FIRST HYMN

202 Hark! The herald-angels sing

PRAYERS OF ADORATION AND THANKSGIVING
BAPTISM OF CEDAR SOLMS-ISLES

SECOND HYMN

221 While shepherds watched their flocks

READING

Luke 2, 1-20 (The Message)

The Birth of Jesus
About that time Caesar Augustus ordered a census to be taken throughout the Empire.
This was the first census when Quirinius was governor of Syria. Everyone had to travel
to his own ancestral hometown to be accounted for. So Joseph went from the Galilean
town of Nazareth up to Bethlehem in Judah, David’s town, for the census. As a
descendant of David, he had to go there. He went with Mary, his fiancée, who was
pregnant.
While they were there, the time came for her to give birth. She gave birth to a son, her
firstborn. She wrapped him in a blanket and laid him in a manger, because there was
no room in the hostel.
An Event for Everyone
There were sheepherders camping in the neighborhood. They had set night watches
over their sheep. Suddenly, God’s angel stood among them and God’s glory blazed
around them. They were terrified. The angel said, “Don’t be afraid. I’m here to
announce a great and joyful event that is meant for everybody, worldwide: A Savior
has just been born in David’s town, a Savior who is Messiah and Master. This is what
you’re to look for: a baby wrapped in a blanket and lying in a manger.”

At once the angel was joined by a huge angelic choir singing God’s praises:
Glory to God in the heavenly heights,
Peace to all men and women on earth who please him.
As the angel choir withdrew into heaven, the sheepherders talked it over. “Let’s get
over to Bethlehem as fast as we can and see for ourselves what God has revealed to
us.” They left, running, and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger.
Seeing was believing. They told everyone they met what the angels had said about this
child. All who heard the sheepherders were impressed.
Mary kept all these things to herself, holding them dear, deep within herself. The
sheepherders returned and let loose, glorifying and praising God for everything they
had heard and seen. It turned out exactly the way they’d been told!
SERMON
HYMN

191 Away in a manger

‘SHOW AND SHARE’

The joy of presents

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
THE LORD’S PRAYER
OFFERING
FINAL HYMN

212 O come all ye faithful

BENEDICTION

‘Happy Christmas!’

