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WEEKLY SERVICES
Every Sunday 10.30 Usual pattern:
1st Sunday - Holy Communion
3rd Sunday - All Age/Parade
Every Thursday 12.45
Informal Mid-Week Service (of about 30 minutes)
followed by sandwich lunch

A CALL NOT TO ARMS BUT TO JUSTICE
The other day I received a surprising email from my daughter Hilary. She had been
googling on the internet (as you do when you are at home with a small baby!) and there
she found a letter that I had had published in The Independent newspaper Wednesday
8th February 1995. I wasn’t even on email then so I must have done that traditional thing
and posted the letter!
1995 was just a year after the terrible genocide in Rwanda. The democracies of the West
were stunned by the atrocities that had taken place in Rwanda and what, if anything, they
could have done to prevent it. I wrote in response to an article that had appeared in the
paper warning against behaving in an old fashioned imperialist way and applying
‘western’ values in Africa. I argued that values of justice were universal and not western
values. The letter I wrote continues:
‘What we should be seeking…is justice. Justice is not an "imperial moral duty", and it is
certainly not a value invented by the West.
Justice needs to be applied to our policies on arms sales, to our policies on trade
ensuring that we pay a fair price for the goods that we enjoy, such as tea and coffee; and
justice for the poor needs to become the basis for the policies of the IMF and the World
Bank. The Structural Adjustment Programmes imposed on developing countries by the
IMF and the World Bank are having a devastating effect on the poor, resulting in cuts in
wages and jobs, higher food and transport prices, and worse health and education.
After the Second World War, France and Germany realised that economic stability and
co-operation would help to ensure a lasting peace in Europe. Surely the same applies to
developing countries. At present, the amount we give in aid to developing countries is
exceeded by the debt repayments they make to us. While extreme poverty continues to
be the lot for millions of people in developing countries, we can only expect continued
social unrest and ethnic rivalry. Perhaps we should read again the teachings about justice
in the Old Testament, and declare 1995 the year of Jubilee?’
As we all know, 1995 was not in fact declared the year of Jubilee but the year 2000 with
the Jubilee debt campaign for the cancellation of the debts of the poorest countries of the
world. In some ways it is gratifying that fifteen years on the letter is still relevant on the
other hand it is dismaying that the issues we were addressing then are even more
pertinent today; even the reference to Europe.
In this Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (18 – 25 January) we are reminded that the
most effective and desirable unity of the churches is when they work together for justice.
Just this week, in response to the European debt crisis, the President of the Methodist
Conference, Mark Wakelin, and the former director of the Evangelical Alliance, Joel
Edwards, along with seven Roman Catholic bishops, Baptist, Unitarian and United
Reformed Church leaders and the Recording Clerk of Quakers in Britain, thirty-seven
Church of England bishops , the President of the Muslim Association of Britain, and the
Chief Executive of the Movement for Reform Judaism, along with representatives of the

Buddhist, Hindu, Jain, Sikh and Zoroastrian faiths signed a multi faith statement calling
for - debt audits in Europe, cancelling the unjust debts of the most indebted nations, more
progressive taxation and control of the financial system to prevent large debts being
created.
The statement, declares that the poorest people in the UK and around the world are
paying the price for an unjust financial system. It will be delivered to Prime Minister David
Cameron after an event in Parliament on 5 February, run by the Jubilee Debt Campaign
and addressed by the Anglican Bishop of Bath and Wells, Peter Price.
The call is about justice, not charity. The biblical meaning of 'jubilee' was a festival of
economic justice, when debts were cancelled and slaves freed. Today, even more than in
1995, far-reaching changes are needed in the global economy to build a society based on
justice, mutual support and community. We need economic and political as well as
spiritual renewal in our society.
At our church AGM, 12 noon, Sunday 3rd March 2013, we will not put right the injustices
of the world. However it is time we looked at the mission of God through our church.
Jesus, ‘filled with the power of the Spirit’ set out his manifesto: ‘to bring good news to the
poor, release to the captives, sight to the blind and to let the oppressed go free,’ but first
we have to listen and learn and receive the good news for ourselves.
Barbara Calvert
January 2013
P.S. On Wednesday evening 25 January 2013, Somerset House saw the Launch of the
IF campaign supported by 100 charities, organisations churches, faith groups …..
ENOUGH FOOD FOR EVERYONE IF campaign - the biggest ever campaign to tackle
global hunger and its causes. ‘’ Endorsed by Desmond Tutu who says:
‘Hunger is not an incurable disease or an unavoidable tragedy. We can make sure no
child goes to bed hungry. We can stop mothers from starving themselves to feed their
families. We can save lives. We can make hunger a thing of the past IF we act now.'
You can find out more about the IF campaign here: http://www.christianaid.org.uk/IF

METHODIST RELIEF AND DEVELOPMENT FUND
This fund makes an important contribution to Methodism`s work for people in the Third
World. In 2011/12 MRDF supported 50 projects in 17 countries. It gave over £1m to long
term development projects and £630,000 in response to emergency situations in 17
countries. The average income of farming families participating in MRDF projects tripled.
It really does make a difference. Its new director, Maurice Adams, has 25 years
experience in leading not for profit organisations and in managing public health and
education programmes particularly in Africa. He has all the experience needed to expand
the MRDF programmes, which he is determined to do.
An example of a successful project last year comes from the West African state of
Cameroon where MRDF has been active since 2004 working in partnership with the
Youth Development Centre. (YDC). In Cameroon 40% of the population live below the
poverty line. Population growth is increasing pressure on the land and poor farming
practices such as slash and burn are reducing soil fertility making it more difficult for
people to feed themselves and to make a living from the sale of produce. YDC works with
school children teaching them farming skills and also with community and farming
groups, focussing on women to develop their skills in agro-forestry, a more sustainable
farming method where crops are grown along side trees.
Two women, Regina and Lucienne helped to found a self help group. They tried to sell
dried fish until the bottom dropped out of the market. Other schemes also failed, but when
they contacted YDC and were trained in growing vegetables they were able to provide for
families and have a surplus to sell reinvesting the profit back into the scheme. Lucienne
hopes to buy carts to take the produce to the town market. Currently YDC is expanding its
work and reaching other villages.
It seems to me that MRDF is working on the right lines and working with local
organisations and communities. Worth our support I feel.
John Sennett

PLANT SALE
The Annual Plant Sale will be on the morning of Saturday 11th May. As the weather
improves and you are gardening again, maybe splitting herbaceous plants, potting up self
seeded items and cuttings, please pot some up for the plant sale. The longer the plants
have in their new pots, the bigger and better they are. If you have success with annuals
and seeds, perhaps you could plant some extra for the Sale. Herbs and vegetables are
usually popular as are shrubs. Indoor plants are also welcome. If you are tidying the
shed, put your unwanted garden bric a brac on one side for us. More information nearer
the time – meanwhile, contact Adrienne (020 8467 6906) or Gillian (020 8467 6906) if
helpful.

THE BOYS BRIGADE
The 11th Bromley (Chislehurst) Company are part of
Chislehurst Methodist Church. We have 18 Anchor
boys (5 to 8years), 4 Junior Section boys (8 to 11
years) and 2 Company Section boys (11 – 15years).
We meet termly on Tuesdays from 5.30pm
The Boys' Brigade, through its programme of youth and children's work aims to:
Engage:


providing opportunities for children and young people to meet together in their
communities and engage in a range of fun and developmental activities



empowering children and young people by involving them in decision making at all
levels of the BB and giving responsibility appropriate to their age and aptitude



enabling children and young people to engage with the needs of others (especially
other young people) locally, nationally and globally and encouraging them to
participate in activities and projects in which they can make a difference

Partner:


working in partnership with churches to encourage the development of a personal
Christian faith



finding partnerships within communities to meet the needs of children and young
people



creating opportunities to develop partnerships with other appropriate organisations
and agencies

Support:


being responsive to the needs and aspirations of all children and young people
regardless of differing abilities, identities, backgrounds, gender or culture and
providing appropriate support, advice and guidance



ensuring the safety and wellbeing of children and young people through the
implementation of robust procedures in the selection, development and supervision
of leaders



providing high quality training and resources for leaders, and providing a network of
professional staff to support and equip voluntary leaders for the task

On Tuesday evening the boys line up in their own squad and John inspects their
uniforms. They get points for wearing our official uniform and also for overall smartness,

these points add up to awards later in the year. We have games, stories and crafts for
Anchors, badge activities and sports for Junior Section, and a variety of sports,
discussions and badge activities for Company. Every week includes a bible study session
which makes our Tuesday night the junior church for most boys. Points are also awarded
during the evening for good listening, good behaviour, neat work and trying hard as well
as games, giving every boy a chance to do his best and win points.
We have five commissioned officers in Frances Blackburn, Jacqui Hicks, John Lidinson,
Lynn Rainer and recently Thomas Cowie
who has completed his training to be a
lieutenant. Rev. Barbara Calvert is the
Company Chaplain. Officers are CRB
checked by The Boys Brigade nationally.
When John retired as our Captain last year,
Jacqui took on the role of Officer in
Charge; officers work as a team to run the
company; we hold regular meetings, during
school holidays to discuss all aspects of
finance and planning necessary to run
future sessions. We meet with officers from
other companies regularly to plan
competitions, future events and to swap
ideas and problems in the Bromley Battalion. As Battalion Secretary Lynn attends the
London District Executive meetings for wider area planning. BB locally and nationally
arrange training courses to keep our skills up to date. So you can see it’s not just a
Tuesday night group.
In December all the boys had an evening of tenpin bowling which they thoroughly
enjoyed. Our anchors attended a fun day held at another company. We hope to hold one
next year at our church; a great way to meet boys, officers and parents from other
companies (we may be asking for help with tea making etc on this date). This helps the
boys appreciate that they are not just our company, but part of the world wide Christian
fellowship that is Boys Brigade. Two of our Anchor Boys have just completed their first
badge. I will explain the badge system in
a future Contact.
Our two Company Section boys
enthusiastically enter every competition
that we throw their way, and invariably
come away with a number of points.
Recently they entered a badminton
competition and got 1st and 3rd places
individually, plus 1st place in the doubles
and came 2nd overall so we are very
proud of them. They also linked with

Sidcup Company Section to enjoy rock climbing. In July 2012 they joined two coachloads
to go to Bromley Battalion’s tented camp on the Isle of Wight for a week which they
thoroughly enjoyed; they are going again this year. Other competitions include table
tennis, tenpin bowling and cross country. Junior and Company Sections can both enter
swimming and athletics. Joe came third in the freestyle swimming final on January 26th.
Parents of our Anchor Boys sit and chat regularly on a Tuesday from 5.30 to 6.30pm so if
you would like to meet them and perhaps make them a cuppa as they chat do come
along and say hello they’d be pleased to see you.
The officers and boys would like to thank the church for the support you give us. Drop in
on us any Tuesday evening and see what we are doing – we may not have time to stand
and chat but you are welcome. If you feel you have a skill you would like to share with the
boys, do please get in touch with Jacqui – it could even be simply helping to cut and stick,
telling a story or listening to them tell about their day.
Contact
Jacqui Hicks
02084676226
waltonhicks@sky.com

COME AS YOU ARE......
Have you seen the display in the welcome area of the church? We have run this course
twice previously in our church. Its success lies in allowing people to think clearly about
their spiritual lives, their faith and their lives within this church family.
Participants are encouraged to share their ideas, to become a little more familiar with
their Bibles and to experience ways of praying with the Bible. Many committed Christians
have found their faith deepened and challenged by the course as well as helping others
along a new journey of faith.
So if you are ready to take the next step in your journey of faith; enrich your prayer life;
know more about the Bible or Methodism then this course is for you.
This interactive course is designed to be10 sessions each 2 hours long. We are not
asking for a weekly commitment this time but an agreement as to when we can all meet
up. We may use a Saturday to double up some of the larger creative sessions.
Our next session is to be over breakfast on Sunday 10th February at the home of one of
our members. If you are interested in joining us contact Sue on 020 8309 7818 or
07557100902

YOUNG UKRAINIANS JOIN IN THE CHRISTINGLE SERVICE
On 9 December 2012 pupils of the Ukrainian Sunday School "Ukrainian Circle" for the
first time took part in the traditional Christingle Service. The Ukrainian School has been
taking place on Sundays at Wesley Room and Epworth Room during term times since
September 2011, when the growing size of the school necessitated the move to larger
premises. The pupils of the school study Ukrainian language, singing and drama, and the
youngest ones attend Ukrainian musical
playgroup.

Ukrainians celebrate Christmas on 7
January, however pupils of the Ukrainian
School finish their winter term with a
Christmas show/panto and a traditional
performance of Ukrainian carols, dancing
around Christmas tree and receiving
presents from the Ukrainian Santa - Did
Moroz.

However this year was special as we were invited to perform Ukrainian Carols in the
Christingle Service in the Church. The pupils aged from 6 to 10 years old really enjoyed
performing in the Church, especially singing the famous Ukrainian carol "Shchedryk"
(more known as "Carol of the Bells"). After performance, the pupils joined the
congregation for the rest of the Service. For most of the pupils, it was the first experience
of making a Christingle, and they really enjoyed the friendly atmosphere and wonderful
hospitality of the congregation.
Irina Tymczyszyn
Music Director

WEDDING AT CANA
On Sunday 20th of January Reverend Barbara blessed
us with the service on the wedding in Cana . What was
so special about this service is that we weren’t just
educated on the famous story from the bible where
Jesus turned water into wine, but we relived it. As we
entered the church the tables were set out in the form
of a wedding reception which excited the congregation
as we embarked to proceed with the service.
It started with a warm
welcome from Barbara and the lighting of the candle. We
then sang songs and
explored the story
throughout the service.
This included a monologue
from Sue Sawyer as Jesus’
mother Mary where she
explained how Jesus
turned water into wine and
saved the day. It was humorous, clever and interesting as
she used quirky lines, knowledge and several acting
techniques when displaying her monologue.
We then proceeded to make our gifts which were paper lilies, as each table was prepared
with all the equipment needed to make our pretty unique,
personal gifts. This was a real crowd pleaser and the volume
increased whilst the congregation enjoyed the interaction. We
drank and ate whilst finishing off our D.I.Y flowers. The
service came near to an end with dancing a simple routine
constructed by Jacqui, which was successful and easy for
everyone to do. We ended with an upbeat song, a prayer and
a thank you .
It was a memorable morning as we were told stories, had the
pleasure of watching Sue’s monologue as Mary, made gifts,
drank, eat and danced. It was truly a spectacular, inspiring service. The skill of educating,
exciting and entertaining the whole congregation was mastered by Reverend Barbara
and the loyal church members who helped her that morning which can be confirmed by
the smiling faces, laughing and jolliness of every individual that left the service that day.

Shana Riley (One Programme Participant)

THE FIRST CHISLEHURST CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
First, a big ‘Thank you’ to all the organisations and individuals who rose to the challenge
and contributed to the success of our first Christmas Tree Festival in December. It was
wonderful to see our worship space beautifully dressed to celebrate Christmas.
The Fundraising Committee began planning for the event in February last year. We met
with members of Orpington church, who had organised their own very successful festival
in December 2011 and gave us invaluable advice - including the warning that we must
begin planning at once! In the following ten months ideas were
discussed and explored - progressed or dropped, developed or cut
back. Eventually we arrived at a plan to dress the church itself with
sponsored trees which would be on view to visitors for a week, and
to open the festival with a fun day which included a fair, dancing
displays, family games and refreshments.
While we hoped to raise funds for Demelza
Children’s Hospice and for church funds, at
the heart of the event was outreach and the
widest possible community involvement in
providing trees and supporting the festival.
So contributions from a wide range of
different groups, including church members,
the uniformed organisations and many others who use our church
buildings, were particularly heartening. The committee also
canvassed local businesses, and were pleased that a number
agreed to take part.
After a wonderfully hectic opening, we were delighted that, thanks
to the volunteers who acted as stewards, we continued to
welcome visitors throughout the week until our final Sunday, when the Ukrainian School
children sang and danced at our Christingle service.
Over £200 was raised in donations from the tree
exhibition and this was passed on to Demelza. Our own
refreshments and stalls (including a super one from the
Boys’ Brigade) raised over £1,000. Even more valuable
was the opportunity to welcome so many visitors - about
400 in all - many of whom saw our beautiful worship area
for the first and, we hope, not the last time.
Gillian Johnson

CHISLEHURST CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 2013
th

th

from Saturday 30 November until Sunday 8 December.

Will take place

THE ‘BRIGHT SADNESS’ OF LENT
The word which we use for the weeks before Easter, the season of ‘Lent’, is a northern
European word. ‘Lent’ means ‘spring’ or ‘lengthening days’, the warming presence of the
sun, lengthening day by day. This makes a lot of sense in north Europe, emerging as it is
out of winter, with longer days now at last apparent. But the same word ‘Lent’ would not
at first sight appear to be quite such a fitting word in many other parts of the world,
especially those in the tropics or the southern hemisphere. None the less, it is commonly
used all over the place, the origin of the word usually forgotten.
The meaning lying behind this northern European word ‘Lent’ is captured in the phrase
the ‘bright sadness’. This is a term often used in the Eastern orthodox tradition to
describe the season of Lent. It expresses the hope that the sorrowful reflection of the
Lenten season, a season of penitence and grief, can nevertheless be lit up from time to
time by the outbreak of rejoicing and indeed pure joy. Each week, this mood is caught in
the Sunday worship. For a Sunday in Lent is not counted amongst the days of Lent.
Literally, it is ‘not counted’. The 40 days of Lent, starting on Ash Wednesday and finishing
on Maundy Thursday, add up to 40 only by ‘not counting’ each Sunday. The Sundays are
‘supernumerary’!
This note of joy is necessary if we are to survive the season of Lent, enhanced rather
than diminished. Too much penitence, repentance and self-denial is not good for the soul!
– though it is even worse for the soul if there is none!! The traditional ways of expressing

the mixture of sadness and joy is found in the three Lenten activities of prayer, fasting
and almsgiving. It would be very sad if these activities were to be seen in a negative or
even a penitential way. For each can be a joy.
Regular prayer grows our awareness of God, even if sometimes of God’s absence.
Through regular times of prayer, we become more aware of our true selves – and come
to happier to be who we are, with all our defects, inadequacies and imperfections. For it is
only in spending time with God that we eventually come to know how much we are loved.
Regular fasting promotes a healthy body, good digestion and an acuteness of spirit, as it
did with Jesus of Nazareth in the wilderness. Traditionally, fasting has meant no meat for
40 days (and nights). Indeed, for much of the Oriental Christian tradition it has meant no
animal products at all – for 40 days, bar the Sunday feast; then, what joy! Of course, for a
vegetarian this does not impose much of a hardship. But, be warned you smug veggies,
some monastic Christian traditions allow no vegetables at all, not even in the one daily
evening meal. A lot of sadness and not much joy, we might think. But the joy that each
Sunday in Lent brings is beyond all knowledge to those without.
And we all know that the real problem with much almsgiving is that it makes us feel good!
– more good than we have any right or reason to feel, as so often our almsgiving is a
token and not a fight for justice. Here also then is the strange mixture of grief and joy.
Lent is still seen as a time for spring cleaning, even though the metaphor which has lost
something of its meaning. But spring cleaning is still much greater fun than regular
housework! And the spring cleaning of the soul can be fun too, as we begin to realize that
casting aside quite a bit of what we have clung to, for far too long, is a liberating joy. In
these ways, ‘Lent’ becomes a verb, a positive doing and being, rather than a mere dull
and slightly forbidding noun.
If we want to do Lent, try doing it with others, for mutual encouragement. Apart from
Sunday worship and house-group fellowship, one good way is through the Thursday
lunchtime service, for those who are able to come at that time of the day. The Thursday
lunchtime services in Lent, beginning on Thursday 14th February, will follow a Lenten
theme, with a particular Lenten liturgy and with meditations on paintings which express
some of the traditional stations of the cross. This art itself can be just the ‘bright sadness’
that our souls seek.

David Calvert

“OUR” HOSPICE
The St Christopher’s Group
Your local hospice care is provided by the St Christopher’s Group comprising St
Christopher’s Hospice in Sydenham and Harris HospisCare in Orpington. Both hospices
care for adults from the age of 18 years upwards and operate a 24 hour visiting service, 7
days a week.
St Christopher’s Hospice
Founded by Dame Cicely Saunders in 1967 St Christopher’s Hospice transformed the
care of the dying and the practice of medicine. The ongoing impact of St Christopher’s
clinical innovations and extensive programmes of education and research improve care
for dying people well beyond our geographical location and influence standards of
healthcare throughout the world.
St Christopher’s Hospice offers:
 48 beds on four wards providing in-patient medical and nursing care
 Home Care led by clinical nurse specialists in Bromley, Croydon, Lambeth,
Lewisham and Southwark
 The Anniversary Centre ‘social hub’ for patients and families, features a café with
internet access and offers a programme of social events. This Social Programme
brings together hospice users and the local community and includes events such as
the community choir and pizza evening, art and curry nights, monthly concerts and
Sunday lunch
 Extensive planned day care and a range of supportive care services including
creative and complementary therapies
 Inpatient and home care multi-professional teams - social workers, chaplain and
spiritual care lead, welfare advisors, psychiatrists, physiotherapists, occupational
therapist, complementary and creative therapists, bereavement service volunteers
and others
 The St Christopher’s Candle Project. This is a specialist service for all bereaved
children and their families offering individual and group support, a national
telephone advice line, consultancy and training
 Major programmes of education and research
Harris Hospiscare
Since the merger with St Christopher’s in 2008, Harris HospisCare in Orpington has been
operating as Harris HospisCare with St Christopher’s. Last year 404 new patients were
referred to the home care and on any one day Harris Hospiscare with St Christopher’s
cares for around 200 people in their own home. In addition a thriving day care service is
run and a comprehensive lymphoedema service is offered to Bromley residents whatever
the cause of their lymphoedema.

THANK YOU
The St Christopher’s group would like to thank wholeheartedly all the kind people
who have supported us financially and through volunteering their time.
It costs over £15 million each year to maintain the services within the St Christopher’s
group and only about one third of our income comes from the NHS. Therefore we must
raise more than £10 million to continue to deliver our patient and family services free of
charge. This balance is raised from grants, legacies, the generous support of our local
community, local businesses, trusts and through our shops.
More information available on our websites at: www.stchristophers.org.uk
www.harrishospiscare.org.uk
To discuss St Christopher’s or to book a tour of the hospice, please contact:
Twyla Jenner
St Christopher’s Hospice
51-59 Lawrie Park Road
London SE26 6DZ
E: t.jenner@stchristophers.org.uk
T: 020 8768 4573
Lymphoedema Clinic

Schools Project

Quilt designer Susan Parker-Leavy, whose husband Drew
was a St Christopher’s patient

Anniversary centre,
Christmas Day lunch was
open to patients, families and
friends.

Pen Picture: David and Mona Adekola
We’ve made many big strides as a church recently, but none is more important than our
increasing demographic similarity to the community which we aim to serve. And none of
our families better represents this welcome change than the Adekolas.
So how, I hear you ask, do a German woman and a Nigerian man find themselves
together in Chislehurst, along with Lea Laomi, Jannis, and Ava Marie (Ava Marie has
considerable difficulty finding herself anywhere, since she’s only a few months old). Their
story is a tale of our global times: it doesn’t get more international than this! We’ll trace
their separate paths until they meet in London, the most cosmopolitan city in the world.
Although born in the UK, David was brought up in Lagos from the age of two. One of six
children, he grew up in considerable awe of his father, for whom the world was very
simple: God first, education second, and everything else a very distant third. And there’s
the rub. For David was an extremely gifted footballer, playing for the junior national team
while still at school, and already interesting scouts from professional clubs at home and
abroad. How to reconcile God, education, and football?
The three rubbed along fine during school days at Methodist Boys High School. David
became head boy, and was all set to study law at the University of Lagos. He had studied
hard, head down in his books on the long flights to play international matches. Alas, he
got one too few A level points to get into this highly competitive department. He went
along personally to try and persuade them that the university would benefit from having a
class footballer in its student body, but to no avail. Looking glum, he was approached in
the corridor by a committee member of the Nigerian Football Federation who asked him
what the matter was. That’s not a problem, he said, I’m also head of the psychology
department here. Why not come and join us? We only need ten A level points!
The crunch came when he had six months to go before graduation, and an offer came
from a Belgian football club to go over for a fortnight’s trial. The psychology department,
with typical psychological flexibility, agreed to his leave of absence. However, father was
not so amenable to bending the rules. Quelle impasse! But God intervened in the shape
of his Methodist minister, whom David had informed of his dilemma. A few words from the
man of God in his father’s ear sufficed to convince him that David would be mature
enough to come back from Belgium and complete his degree.
Having graduated, David finally arrived in Belgium, a considerable part of the way
towards the meeting with Mona that would change his life. But the journey was a long
psychological distance from Africa as well, and he confesses to opening the curtains one
morning, seeing the snow, and weeping with homesickness. His next club, Cannes,
proved warmer, but his big break came when his agent persuaded him to come to
England. He excelled at lower level Bury FC, and was about to be transferred to
Blackburn Rovers in the Premiership when he scored a hat-trick in his last match for

Bury. At this, the Bury chairman doubled his transfer fee, but Blackburn’s manager and
canny Scot, Kenny Dalglish, wasn’t falling for that one. Soon after, his world came
crashing down around him when he was diagnosed with a stress fracture of the spine and
full-time professional football became impossible. We will leave him for the moment, living
in Orpington with three simultaneous jobs: assistant psychologist at the PRU, care home
assistant, and semi-professional weekend footballer.
Meanwhile, over on the north coast of Germany in the town of Kiel, Mona was growing up
rather less exotically. One of two children, her father was a teacher of English, and she
made several trips to England during her childhood and adolescence. Like David, she just
failed to get the required grades to enter her chosen field of study, medicine. She settled
for something closely related, training as a children’s nurse. But she was determined not
to get stuck in the town of her birth, and decided to do a three month job at St George’s
Hospital, Tooting. After all, she knew England and the English, and loved London.
So, we now find our heroes in (roughly) the same place at the same time. How can we
bring them together? It was Mona’s last weekend in London, so she decides to celebrate
by going out to Tiger, Tiger. This, for readers of a delicate disposition, is not the London
Zoo or Chipperfield’s Circus, but, I am reliably informed, a trendy nightclub. Having been
boringly chatted up by a stuntman and a drunken pianist, she is about to go home,
looking glum.
Meanwhile, over in Billericay, which is definitely not your Chelsea or your Arsenal, David
has just finished another hard game. His mate Darren, who also lives in south-east
London, persuades him to do something totally out of character: call in at a club in town
on the way home (yes, you’ve guessed). David too is about to leave Tiger Tiger when he
comes face to face with this drop-dead gorgeous lady looking glum. A joke and a dance
later, he has a German email address in his pocket and another goal poached!
If the initial crossing of their paths was an international marathon, their wedding was
positively global. Mona underestimated the German capacity for bureaucracy, which is
exacerbated by the requirement to be married in a civil ceremony before the church
service can take place. The paperwork would take a fortnight, but the church had been
booked for ten days time. What to do? After trying Denmark, Gretna Green, and Kiel
again, there was only one venue left that would tie the knot soon enough. Yes, it was that
temple to the surreal, Las Vegas. So via five different countries the pair found a nice
American preacher man who startled David by speaking Yoruba to him, having been a
missionary in Nigeria. So Africa finally got hitched to Europe in Nevada in the US of A.
And how pleased they are that they made it. Mona got a job at Great Ormond Street in
the neo-natal intensive care unit. These are really difficult cases, and nurses are allocated
on a one-to-one basis to the very sick children. Inevitably strong emotional attachments
are formed, and Mona needed a lot of listening to as she tried to make sense of her
experiences. She came to appreciate David’s patience (and, dare we say it, his
psychology training). And now the mutual dependence is the other way round, as David

appreciates the patience and skills which Mona brings to the task of bringing up Lea
Laomi, Jannis, and Ava Marie. They have become an inseparable and devoted couple.
Having gained a Masters degree at the University of Kent, David had moved on to a job
managing a care home, which was part of a chain. However, disturbed by the unjust
treatment of staff, in 2005 he put his savings into buying his own care home as owner,
manager, and clinical director. Now the family live in a house which they had driven past
repeatedly and dreamed of owning. David feels humbled and grateful.
Mona had been brought up in the Lutheran church, but denomination is not as important
to her as it is to David. Where they are both agreed is their desire for their children to
have the same Christian foundation to their lives as they themselves enjoy. And they are
a living testament to those immortal lines in the letter to the Galatians: ‘There is neither
Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for you
are all one in Christ Jesus’.

Peter Herriot

JUNIOR CHURCH MATTERS
Our junior church meets at 10.30 every Sunday morning in term time except when the
morning service is All Age. It caters for children and young people from age 3 upwards
(there is a crèche for toddlers and babies) and is enjoyable for both the children and the
adults! We start with the church worship then go into the Wesley room for some time
together before we split into two groups, those in school year 3 and above and those
younger than school year 3. Both groups have at least two adults present to comply with
safeguarding regulations.
We use resources written by Scripture Union and our sessions can involve drama,
singing, craft activities, story-telling and games but will always be centred on a Bible
story.
If you would like your children to come, just turn up any Sunday morning. Adult help is
always appreciated too. If you are interested in assisting either regularly or occasionally,
do have a word with the minister, Barbara Calvert. CRB checking can be organised by
one of our leaders.
Elaine Battarbee

SOS
Please can anyone help with preparing the church garden for the summer. If you can,
please see Adrienne Beale.

ACTION FOR CHILDREN (AND CAROL SINGING)
‘Go not only to those who need you, but to those who need you most’
John Wesley
Action for Children’s ethos is deeply rooted in Methodist principles, and for over 140
years the Methodist Church and Action for Children (formerly The National Children’s
Home) have worked together helping vulnerable children to reach their full potential.
We fundraise for Action for Children in three ways: League of Light home collection boxes
(please let me know if you would like one of these), Action for Children Sunday envelopes
(this year on 14th July) and Carol Singing. Thanks to your generous donations and
the time that you gave we banked an amazing £1632.41 for Action for Children in
2012.
Carol parties from our Church have sung on the streets of Chislehurst for more than a
century and some of those still singing with us have done so for over 40 years. As
organiser I have custody of a folder containing ‘archive’ bits and pieces that have been
handed down from almost 70 years ago: in 1965, ‘supported by members of the Wesley
Guild, Youth Club and Wives’ Club’ carol parties were out on 11 nights in December.
When I started carol singing in the 1970s there were 30 people out singing and collecting
some nights.
Numbers dwindled and at the same time double glazing meant that carol singers could
not be heard indoors and some householders became reluctant to open their doors after
dark so we decided to drop carol singing on the streets at night and instead secured a
‘pitch’ in the ticket hall at Bond Street
underground station where we have sung
for the last nine years on a Saturday in
December. No dealing with the elements
there, it’s warm and dry and lovely to see
the look on shoppers’ faces as they listen
to the true meaning of Christmas. We also
sing on Chislehurst High Street on the
Saturday before Christmas, come rain or
shine (or even blizzard a couple of years
ago). We’re very fortunate to have Lynton
playing the organ for us and we welcome
singers and non-singers as it’s very important to have enough collectors, especially at
Bond Street. Carol sheets, Action for Children tabards, collecting boxes and buckets are
provided. We would love some younger people from the Church to join us in December
this year please.
Christine Pott

christinepott@ionetel.com

TWAS THE MONTH BEFORE CHRISTMAS
Writing this at the end of January, it is hard to recall just how busy the church premises
were in December.
The month started off with the Christmas Tree Festival and Christmas Fair.
The church was transformed into a wonderland of light and beauty as 35 trees adorned
the walls. From the simple trees to the extravagant. Some trees, such as the Boys
Brigade and Quick Step Dance School trees took hours to decorate. The chairs were all
rearranged in the middle of the church to allow worship whilst the trees were in residence.
At the same time as the Christmas Tree Festival opened, we had the Christmas Fair.
Games and stalls abounded. And then there were displays on the stage from some of
those who use our premises for dance classes. The Michelle Sidwell Academy of Dance,
Quick Step Dance School and Baby Ballet. All enchanted the audience in their own ways.
The crush from the visitors was such that next year (that is now this year!) we’ll have the
games in the Wesley Room.
The Christmas Tree Festival was open each day for a week, over 400 people visited, and
about £1,000 raised. Many children came in with their parents after the various activities
that take place on the premises. And all had a chat with the ever present stewards. It was
good to see some of these youngsters and their families came back for Messy Church. It
is amazing what a chat with a steward will achieve, so well done the Tree Festival
stewards.
On the Saturday (8th) was Messy Church, and with numbers swollen by the success of
the Tree Festival and good PR, about 80 children and their families filled the hall.
The culmination of the Christmas Tree Festival was the Christingle service on the
Sunday. The chairs had to be rearrange around tables for this. The Christingle service
was preceded by the Ukrainian School’s Christmas Show and they joined our service,
performing some wonderful music and dance with us. We were fortunate to retain many
of the trees after the Christmas Tree Festival and they were rearranged around the
building.
After the Christingle service, it was time to put out the chairs in time for St. Nicholas
School who came in on the following day to practice, and then hold their Infant Nativity
concert on the Tuesday and Wednesday. Over 100 parents families and attended each
event.
Then it was time to put almost all the chairs away so the Blood Transfusion Service could
use the church for one of their regular session on the Friday. The Blood Transfusion
people left at 10pm on the Friday and kind folks put the chairs out the next day in time for
the service on Sunday. After which, on the Tuesday, the church had a good deep clean in
time for Christmas.

After the cleaning, on the Tuesday afternoon, it was time to put out ALL the chairs so that
we could host the Montbelle Primary School Christmas Concert. It really was standing
room only as a over 250 relatives and a further 250 children packed the church.
Then many of the chairs were put away again as the church was prepared for the
Christmas Concert by Premier String Quartet, joined by Lynton cope for the four
singalong carols.
The schools and thus many of the activities in the hall and rooms didn’t finish until Friday
21st and so there was not much slowing of the pace before Christmas itself.
On Sunday 23rd, the church lunch in the hall followed the morning service. A wonderful
opportunity for some “church company” and to enjoy fine food together. After which the
Candlelit service followed at 4pm.
Oh, yes, and then there was the Christmas Day service at 11am (to allow Barbara to
conduct a 9.30 service at New Eltham). The building was host to a couple of parties
between Christmas and New Year and normality returned for the last service of the year
on Sunday 30th.
After which, yes, you’ve guessed it, it was time to move the chairs again. This time ready
for the New Year’s Day Concert.
And thus we moved into 2013.............

Many thanks indeed to all those who moved the chairs.

THE UPPER ROOM
The Upper Room has been used by the Chislehurst Society for the last three years. They
are moving out on 31st March into new premises. Our intention is not to seek a long term
user but to use the Upper Room as a meeting and letting space. Our hall and rooms are
very well used and there is already considerable interest on the Upper Room, so watch
this space as the Property Committee prepare the Upper Room for its next phase of life.

ACTION FOR CHILDREN
There are some copies of Action for Children’s Count Your Blessings sheet on the table
near the door in Church. It would be wonderful if you could find time in Lent to use this
period of reflection to learn a little bit more about Action for Children each day. Each day
presents an idea where we can really count our blessings; many people take part and
make a donation as they feel appropriate at the end of Lent.

CENSUS AND CHRISTIANITY
The results of the 2011 census were published in December 2012. In the Census, those
who stated that their religion was Christian in 2011 fell 13 percentage points to 59% (33.2
million) in 2011 from 72% (37.3 million) in 2001.
The number of those who said they had no religious affiliation increased by 10
percentage points from 15% (7.7 million) in 2001 to 25% (14.1 million) in 2011.
“These figures are a challenge to the Churches and reflect how British society has
changed,” said the Revd Dr Martyn Atkins. “But we are not discouraged. We are excited
to be Christians in part of an increasingly diverse, multi-faith society and we believe that
British society is enriched by this mix.
“It has always been clear to Methodists that the Church exists not only for those who say
they belong to it, but those who don’t. We rejoice when Churches are growing, but we
also rejoice when we can share with others in transforming our world and our
communities for good. The numbers of people that attend worship on Sundays and on
special occasions like Christmas are important, but they only show a small part of the
picture. Churches remain committed to making a difference to many more people’s lives
through the wider activities of our communities, in church groups, fresh expressions, work
in schools and places of community through volunteering, chaplaincies, being street
pastors and good neighbours."
As a reminder:
Methodist Church activities, both alone and with ecumenical and secular partners, are
based on four aims known as Our Calling:
• To increase awareness of God's presence and to celebrate God's love
• To help people to grow and learn as Christians through mutual support and care
• To be a good neighbour to people in need and to challenge injustice
• To make more followers of Jesus Christ.

ON-LINE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION.
We are introducing a new arrangement so that, as well as Church members, the wider
community in Chislehurst and beyond can submit prayers to be used in our services.
If you would like members of the Church to pray for you, or about, for example, someone
who is ill, a happy event, the community, world events, please submit your prayer by
email to methodistprayers@gmail.com. This is a dedicated email address which can only
be accessed by the Administrator and Minister, so confidentiality can be maintained.
At the lunchtime Service which we have at 12.45pm every Thursday the Minister will draw
on prayers that have been sent in during the previous week.

HUGH PRICE HUGHES LECTURES 2013
Wealth – blessing or curse?
At Hinde Street Methodist Church, London W1U
All lectures are on Tuesday evening at 7.30pm and are free
Wealth – blessing or curse?
Luke’s Gospel contrasts the poor and the rich in a series of “blessing” and “woes.” (Luke
6.20b, 25)
“Blessed are you who are poor,
for yours in the kingdom of God.”
“But woe to you who are rich,
for you have received your consolation.”
In the midst of a global economic crisis,
we are faced with stories on an almost
daily basis that highlight the increasing
despair of the poorest, and the ever
growing gap between the day to day
lives of those who consider themselves
to be “ordinary” and the richest in our
world. For those who take these and
other of Jesus’ words, about wealth seriously, the economic realities of today’s world
challenge us deeply. The lecturers in this series will explore different aspects of this
theme, each inviting us to reflect on our response to our wealth, in today’s increasingly
divided world.
12th February 2013 “Wealth: Closing the Gap” Niall Cooper
12th March 2013 “Ethics are not just for Sunday” Bill Seddon
9th April 2013 “Towards a moral market” Phillip Blond
14th May 2013 “Are we happier? Wealth, wellbeing and progressive change: A
religious contribution” Canon Professor John Atherton
11th June “In the end, it comes down to money” Bishop Peter Selby
This is the fifteenth series of Hugh Price Hughes Lectures. The Revd Hugh Price Hughes
founded the West London Mission in 1887. He was one of the most forward-looking
thinkers of the day. We believe these annual lectures are making a significant
contribution towards exploring our faith in the 21st Century.
For more details, there are leaflets in the Courtyard, or download it on:
http://www.hindestreet.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/HPHcolleaflet2013-2.pdf

THE FAUXS WERE VERY GREEN
Nowadays we all have many opportunities to play our very small part in “saving the
planet”. The borough councils’ refuse collections take the vast majority of our household
waste. This works well, providing we are sufficiently organised and know exactly when it
will be taken away.
However, when our family of six were living in Finchley in the 1970’s, nobody as far as I
am aware, saved anything other than waste paper, silver paper, and milk bottle tops. In
those days a large proportion of the population had lived under a period of austerity and
still continued with the premise “Waste not - want not”. As an example, when the butter
was all used up their wrapping papers were scraped and then finally the paper was saved
to grease baking tins; electrical appliances were only replaced when spare parts were no
longer obtainable for repairs, et cetera et cetera. This was a rather different climate from
the one that prevailed at the beginning of the twenty first century.
You can imagine therefore that we were very put out when our neatly-bundled
newspapers were refused by the local scouts who told us that there was no longer a
viable market for them.
Nevertheless, Roger was still able to take his milk tops and silver paper wrappers from
chocolate to a fellow in his office who handed them on to his local charity. A couple of
years later, this too was not being accepted by them. We asked around and everyone
had the same story, except that a member of our church offered to take them to his
granddaughters’ primary school where according to the quantity each child collected
house points were awarded. The granddaughter’s school was several miles away so it
meant collecting by car. Major Jefferies was an extremely hard-working member in our
community and a “can do” man, and so was more than happy to ferry them to the school.
Roger’s office friend was informed and SO IT CAME TO PASS that Roger was travelling
home on the Northern Line at least once a week, carrying a large sack of silver paper.
Jenny, a neighbour of one of our church members was a leading light in an animal charity
and she heard about us and asked if she could bring her multiple sacks along.
Fortunately, we had a very large garage that did not house cars and so Roger used to
open it up two or three times a week for her. Major Jefferies also began to call and collect
it from us at least twice a week. As can be imagined, this was beginning to spiral out of
control but still we all felt that a goodly work was being done!
One day, Roger casually enquired of Jenny from where she was getting all her sacks?
“Oh,” she said, “From the Tudor School, along the North Circular Road”.

JEAN FOX AT 100
Jean Fox, at her 100th birthday party in
Cheltenham last November. Here with her
two children, Janet (left) and Sheila. She was
at member of the church here for over 50
years until 6 or 7 years ago. In her time, choir
member, pianist for Monday Focus, Herriot
housegroup, etc etc.
Jean was born the daughter of a Scots father,
by the name of Mackintosh, and a Welsh
mother, in Bangor, North Wales, in 1912. At
the age of six, her mother died, shortly after
giving birth to her brother, John. There were
no blood transfusions in those days.
Her father soon remarried, and Jean’s new stepmother did her best, but could never
properly substitute. Childhood was typically Welsh. Scholarship to the grammar school at
11, lots of Presbyterian chapel, and lots and lots of music. By her late teens, Jean was
playing the harmonium for Sunday School first thing on Sunday morning; the organ for
morning service; the piano at an afternoon meeting at a mission hall; and the organ for
the evening service. Clearly ‘born in song’ applies to Welsh Presbyterians as well as
Methodists.
Jean and her husband Bill bought a house in White Horse Hill and joined our church in
1951. Jean reckons she has worshipped with ten ministers, among them the
magnificently monikered Glendower Jones, a name to warm the cockles of Jean’s heart.
Jean has kept in touch with several of these ministers.
Jean’s life has been one of steady and quiet service, loyalty, and devotion, and she has
reaped the rewards. She loved her long contribution to the music of the church as choir
member and pianist, and all her work for the Monday Fellowship. She is justifiably proud
of her daughters Janet and Sheila, and her grandchildren, James and Victoria.
Jean’s life has spanned almost the whole of the 20th century. Not all of the changes,
either in the world at large or in Chislehurst, have overly impressed her, but her life has
been rooted and grounded in her faith and in the life of the church, and we have all been
the richer for it.

MUSIC
Music is everywhere,
all around us in the air.
It can be circular,
it can be square.
It can be far,
it can be near.
Music is sound
like I said it's all around,
even in the bark of a silent hound!

by Yannis Sittas

2012-13 Music Series
Saturday 2nd March 7.30pm - Adam Hughes Jazz
Trio
The trio return to the Church to play well known Jazz Standards
Saturday 11th May 7.30pm - Piano Recital
Ian Buckle returns to perform a fantastic and varied Classical programme
Saturday 15th June 7.30pm String Ensemble Finale featuring
Tchaikovsky String Sextet - Souvenir de Florence and Vivaldi’s The Four
Seasons
Tickets £12 Adults £7 Children incl. refreshments
Season Tickets available - any 4 concerts £40

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Saturday 9th February

4- 6pm Messy Church

Saturday 2nd March

7.30pm Jazz Concert
The Adam Hughes Jazz Trio return

Sunday 3rd March

12noon Annual General Church Meeting and Lunch

Saturday 9th March

4- 6pm Messy Church

Sunday 10th March

10.30am Mothering Sunday service

Sunday 31st March

Easter Sunday

Wednesday 10th April

10.30 – 1 Messy Church

Saturday 4th May

Quiet Day

Saturday 11th May

7.30pmPiano Recital with Ian Buckle

Saturday 11th May

10am Plant Sale

Saturday 18th May

4- 6pm Messy Church

Saturday 8th June

Chislehurst Summer Fair on the Common

Saturday 15th June

7.30pm Premier String Quartet

Saturday 22nd June

4 – 6pm Messy Church

More details will be in the weekly Notice Sheet and on our web site. Or contact the church
office.
If you would like members of the Church to pray for you, or about, for example, someone
who is ill, a happy event, the community, world events, please submit your prayer by
email to: methodistprayers@gmail.com
Chislehurst Methodist Church
Prince Imperial Road
Chislehurst
Kent
BR7 5LX
chismch@talktalk.net
020 8468 7695

www.chislehurstmethodistchurch.org.uk

