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Just like the weekly Notice Sheets, Contact will be available on our website
www.chislehurstmethodistchurch.org.uk.
The weekly notice sheet is also on the website, so if you are not able to get to church
you can still see the notice sheet. Although the picture and prayer on the front of the
notice sheet are not on the website, for copyright reasons, the readings are set out in
full. Do keep an eye on the website for church news.
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„Be an angel…‟

Barbara Calvert

“Be an angel, get the washing in”, or “be an angel, I‟ve run out of flour - pop down to
the grocers”. I was frequently addressed in this way by my mother. There were always
numerous tiresome tasks for the busy housewife of the 1960s to do, so - as the eldest
girl of four children - I was often asked to be an angel. I
would rather have been an angel in the school nativity but
apparently you had to be blond rather than my 8 year old
bright auburn hair and freckles.
Inspired by Gillian Beecher Bryant‟s beautiful creation with
the Angel Gabriel portrayed in flowers for the Annunciation
Church‟s flower festival, we decided to take the theme of
angels for decorating the church this year. And the theme
took wing! Boys Brigade and Rainbows have been busy
creating angels, and the lovely Junior Church angels, with
wings made of feather shapes, reminded me of this story by
Gervase Phinn:
Angel in the School Cloakroom
Last week, when I was looking for my PE kit in the cloakroom,
I saw an angel.
She was hovering above the coat hooks, smiling at me and waving a long white hand.
her silver wings were trembling and her golden halo shimmered in the sun.
This morning she was there again,
smiling and shimmering,
flapping and fluttering, waving and trembling,
she looked beautiful.
I told my teacher.
„Miss, there‟s an angel in the cloakroom.‟
My teacher gave a little snort. „An angel?‟
She looked around the cloakroom but the angel had gone.
„Too much television,‟ she sighed.
„Too lively an imagination. A daydreamer, that‟s what you are.
Angels, indeed! Whatever next?‟
She smiled and shook her head,
and then picked up a shining feather from the floor
And put it in the bin.
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Throughout the centuries angels have fired our
imagination. In the Bible angels are sometimes
described as ethereal, heavenly beings with wings, at
other times they take human form. The best known is
the Angel Gabriel announcing to Mary that she is to
have a son. This event, the annunciation, was a
favourite theme for classical artists of the medieval
period. Their paintings were full of symbolism with, for
example, the angel at the right hand of Mary - in the
Bible the chief servant always stood at the master‟s right hand (right hand man!). Mary
and the angel are usually separated by an architectural feature, such as the column, to
indicate they are living in different dimensions.
„The Annunciation‟ Fra Angelico – 15th century.
In the Musée D‟Orsay in Paris, this famous
painting with an interesting story hangs. JeanFrancois Millet (1814 -75) was commissioned by
Thomas G. Appleton of Boston, Massachusetts
to paint a picture with the title „Prayer for the
Potato Crop‟. But Mr Appleton never collected
his painting and so Millet, needing to sell the
painting, repainted the basket, added a church
steeple in the background, and named it
L'Angélus. It is one of the most celebrated and
reproduced images of prayer but these two
figures, with the woman bowing slightly with her
hands crossed, suggest too the figures of the
annunciation. This painting opened the door to 20th century artists and poets
portraying the annunciation in a more simplified form, in a more everyday context.
Here is a contemporary poem about angels in an everyday context by Wendy
Whitehead.
Angels on call
Let me introduce…
an angel I know well.
far from any likeness
to some ethereal being,
she‟s an essentially practical,
down-to-earth companion.
Constantly on call,
far-sighted and alert,
ready to console, cajole or guide:
it‟s always reassuring to confide in her.
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She watches, listens,
jogs my memory –
stirs me, and others, towards prayer,
united action, or use of hidden talent,
signalling diverse human need
waiting to be assessed and met,
wherever it exists.
I‟m reminded often of all who respond
to nudges from this guardian angel
to celebrate community.
Angels have inspired artists, poets, story writers and prayers through the ages and
may they continue to inspire us today.
God of love, joy and peace,
protect all who live in darkness this Christmas.
Fill all the earth with the light of your presence;
send us out as messengers of hope to the world,
drawing all to the Christ child
with the gentleness of the angels‟ wings. Amen

Junior Church Matters

Adrienne Beale and Elaine Battarbee

Christmas came early in Junior Church. In the October half term we started preparing
our angel collages to be used to brighten the church during Advent. Phoebe‟s
mummy, Helen, designed the outlines for us and we‟ve enjoyed bringing them to life
with various materials.
Our other half-term activity was drama, and
drama has played an important part in the
series of lessons we have been following on
the life of Samuel. The younger members of
Junior Church illustrated the story with
puppets
which
they had
decorated
themselves.
This held their attention
completely!
We now look forward to hearing the
Christmas story again in our Junior Church sessions in Advent.
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PEW NEWS

by Roland Beecher Bryant (Pewmeister)

At the Plant Sale in May 2009, some 18 months ago, one of the side pews was put in
the middle of the sales area inviting offers to buy, to see if there was a market. It was
gone by the end of the day for £40 and the clipboard attached to it had a list of names
of other interested parties.
The clipboard stayed in the concourse and the list grew over the following months. As
decisions about the refurbishment were made, it became clear that all the pews had to
be removed. In the last six months or so, by dint of crowbar, saw, screwdriver and an
enormous amount of physical effort, on Wednesdays to free them from their unyielding
120 year old base and on other days helping to move and transport them, they are all
removed. The short ones from the sides were relatively easy, the big ones (16‟) were
mostly cut to order. What some people might think of waste bits to be put in a skip
were taken away by two keen woodmen as seasoned timber. Many thanks are due to
Lynton Cope and John Lidinson in particular for their expertise and muscle in
connection with the removal.
The list of puns is endless, first in the list of course being “a room with a pew”. They
are now in rooms from Scotland (the family who gave the rose window a long time
ago), to Sevenoaks and from Edenbridge to Aldershot and of course in many local
homes.
Whilst there was no fixed
price, sales and donations
have amounted to some
£1500 to date and, most
importantly, they have gone
to good homes and hopefully
as you read this, the floor
area will be clear.

Many thanks on behalf of us
all to Roland (pictured with
Ernest and Lynton) for
the enormous hard work
he has put in to the
pews removal and sale.
Ed.
.
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THE CHISLEHURST LABYRINTH by Jacqui Hicks
You may be thinking why use a heading of The Chislehurst Labyrinth, read on and all
will be revealed...
For the last 10 years or so I have enjoyed taking round the country to churches,
training days, and conferences, a 24 foot square mat with a labyrinth painted on;
creating interactive displays on it, and using it in workshops to enable others create
displays to aid and enhance their worship. This has been a really enjoyable
experience, seeing participants learning more about the Bible as they walked, and
learning more about themselves as well.
Some labyrinths have a pathway whereby on reaching the centre you return via the
same pathway crossing paths with others enroute.
Walking this particular labyrinth design will give the chance to be on a personal
pilgrimage. You may pass people but you are on your own pathway not theirs. The
route, with its twists and turns as in life lets you totally concentrate on your own journey
with all its problems, to find a still centre, to think about life and pray, then journey
outward, moving on, looking forward.
So I am really excited that as we progress with our refurbishment we will be inserting
into the new floor of the church the labyrinth
pictured here.
Now you might be thinking why this design...You
may remember the mat was created one Easter
when Heather Noel-Smith was our minister and we
had lots of help from old and young alike to create
a fabulous Easter labyrinth which was open for a
week. This was visited and appreciated by many
adults and children. The mat design was taken
from a book called Multisensory Church by Sue
Wallace. Sue is happy for us to work with this
design in our church and so Barbara Calvert and I
made contact with Jeff Saward, a world expert on
Labyrinths and Andrew Wiggins of The Labyrinth
Builders to see if they could help us bring a vision
on paper to life.
I knew the origin of the labyrinth was based on a fountain in Damascus but our experts
have amazingly discovered a photograph of this fountain, which is very exciting to see.
Working with these ideas, and with our church space, Jeff and Andrew have created
„The Chislehurst Labyrinth‟. It is a beautiful, unique design for us and also unique for
the Methodist church in the UK. We will be the very first Methodist church to have a
permanent labyrinth in our worship space.
We will be using colours that already exist in the building to enhance the sacred space
available to us. I am really excited by the project which will grace our premises and can
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be used by the whole community. As well as bringing in our local school children who
are studying pilgrimage, it will be used with or without prayer stations for personal
sacred space, quiet days, worship, spirituality, prayers, dance, and workshops to list
but a few ideas.
Jeff Saward hosts a website which lists permanent and moveable labyrinths all over
the world and attracts many visitors seeking to visit them; our labyrinth will be added to
this website so we will also be opening up our building to new visitors to whom we can
also pass on our Good News.
This really is a good time to say ”Watch this space” as it will soon be filled with a
beautiful piece of history in the making.

Plant Sale 2011
The Annual Plant Sale will take place on Saturday 14th May next year so when you do
your long-promised winter shed sort-out, please keep garden bric-a-brac, larger pots
and so on for the sale. Who knows what the weather will be like over the next few
months, but whenever you are splitting plants, sowing seeds, taking cuttings etc.
please do some extra for the sale. We have always had wonderful support from you
and look forward to another successful event. Contact us with any queries – more
news in due course.
Adrienne Beale

020 8467 2038

Gillian Beecher Bryant

020 8467 6906

UPDATE FROM CATHERINE HALDANE
Catherine has been in touch with the Minister. In her letter Catherine said:
I wanted to write a quick note, not to say goodbye, but to say thank you very much for
everything. When I moved to Chislehurst six years ago I hadn‟t been to church since I
was a little girl and was nervous about coming along but from the moment I came in
the door I was made to feel welcome. So much has happened in those six years.......
and through it all I felt the love and support of the church which I am so grateful for.
If you could pass on my love and thanks to everyone I would really appreciate it. I love
living in Richmond but miss everyone in Chislehurst.
So it‟s not goodbye because I do plan to visit but all my love and thanks to you and the
congregation for your support.
Catherine and Mia
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The Gift Aid Scheme: Are we making the most of it?
Eddie Battarbee: Gift Aid Secretary
What is it?
It is a system by which a charity (the church) can recover from the government £28.20
in tax for every £100.00 given to it by a tax payer at no cost to the tax payer.
How does it operate?
Our church system is administered by the Gift Aid Secretary who collates the giving of
those in the scheme and arranges for the relevant tax to be repaid through the Finance
Division of the Methodist Church.
How has our church benefited?
The importance of tax relief to Chislehurst Methodist church over the years can be
seen from the following figures:Gifts
Tax recovered
Decade to 5.4.2010
285,500
80,500
Decade to 5.4.2000
211,000
70,400
Decade to 5.4.1990
93,500
36,300
30 years to 5.4.2010
£590,000 £187,200
Are we as a church missing out?
Yes if there are tax paying members of the congregation who make donations to the
church but have not joined the Gift Aid scheme.
How can I make the best use of the system?
You will find a flyer about Gift Aid with this edition of Contact. If you have not yet joined
the system, please introduce yourself to me, Eddie Battarbee, the Gift Aid secretary,
either at church, by phone
020 8300 0527 or by email ebattarbee@btinternet.com.
The normal method for the church to keep its records is for donors to join the envelope
scheme. Gifts are then placed in a numbered envelope enabling a record to be kept of
the number and the amount. Barbara Herriot is our envelope scheme secretary and
she will be only too pleased to provide you with a uniquely numbered yearly pack.

For existing scheme members please bear in mind that the tax recovery will
reduce from 22% to 20% on 6 April 2011 because of the ending of transitional
relief, so payments before 6 April 2011 will be more valuable to the church than
those after that date. As regards your future normal giving, a modest upward
adjustment would help to compensate the church for the reduction in tax relief.
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Tsion - a Pen picture By Peter Herriot
Monarchs need only sign themselves by their Christian names: Victoria, they write, or
George, or Elizabeth. Sometimes they add an R, but you always feel that it‟s just to
add a touch of grandeur. Their first name is all that anyone really needs to know who
they are. Receive a letter signed Elizabeth, and you have it framed and put it on your
mantelpiece. I suppose the nearest we mere mortals get to such a unique moniker is
our email address. Unfortunately „Peter6487@btinternet.com‟ somehow fails to convey
the same cachet. But this issue‟s penpicture subject has only her Christian name for
her email address. She is Tsion, a unique name for a unique person.
Or at least, her name is unique for Tsion‟s internet provider. This is because it‟s unique
to Ethiopia, Tsion‟s country of birth. Ethiopia is the earliest Christian country, and it is
the place where, tradition has it, the Israelite Ark of the Covenant is preserved in the
church of St. Mary Tsion. As a result, in a deeply religious culture, Tsion is a popular
girl‟s name. But that‟s not all. If I tell you that Tsion‟s second name is Gebreegziabher,
you‟ll realise that her internet provider will have no difficulties should more Tsions wish
to register. And this second name says two interesting things about Ethiopian culture.
The first is to reiterate its piety: Gebreegziabher translates as „God‟s child‟ (just as that
great long distance runner‟s name, Gebrselassie, translates as „God‟s prophet‟). And
the second is to note that in Ethiopia, women retain their single surname when they
marry.
Our iconic image of Ethiopia tends to be of starving and emaciated women and
children, so much so that, when Tsion started secondary school in London at the age
of 14, her fellow students told her that she couldn‟t possibly be Ethiopian as she was
too fat (Tsion is slim)! Of course, the television images and press pictures presented
an inflated view of Ethiopia‟s plight. There was indeed famine in parts of that huge
country, but the impact of it would have been reduced if the infrastructure had allowed
supplies to be transported from other regions and if the country wasn‟t in the middle of
internal war with different groups occupying parts of the country. Unfortunately the
political upheavals that have periodically racked Ethiopia were at their most chaotic at
the time, and so the world came to see it as a chronically starving country. This period
of the nation‟s history is known by Ethiopians simply as „The Dark‟.
The major religions in Ethiopia are Christianity and Islam. Tsion recalls her early
upbringing in a northern town, where both religious communities lived in mutual
respect and fellowship, inviting each other to their respective festivals. Both religions
still operate in harmony despite the fact that over the last ten years Tsion has observed
on her African visits that more and more Muslim women are asserting a strictly
religious identity by wearing the burka. This she attributes to the influence of MiddleEastern Islam on this essentially African country. [Anyone wanting to get a feel for this
development should go and see the amazing film „Of Gods and Men‟ about Algeria,
opening on December 3rd].
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Tsion soon learned enough English to excel at secondary school in London, where she
got her GCSEs and A levels and went on to study economics at the University of
Greenwich. Her mother, Axumite, had come to London to study for a PhD in Urban
Development, and now works for the United Nations in Kenya. Tsion had a passion for
justice and economic equality, so she followed in Axumite‟s footsteps by doing a
Masters degree at the LSE in Development Studies, with the intention of going back to
Africa to do development work. However, her three-month practical placement there
showed her that her hitherto entirely theoretical training had not fitted her adequately
for such work. She felt that, realistically, the benefits she could provide would not
exceed the costs of her employment. She needed to gain some real life experience
before she could be of much use.
So she worked for several organisations in London acquiring skills in financial
management. She presently works for a consultancy, setting up and implementing
financial systems for small and medium sized business enterprises. I interrupted her
week‟s study leave for this interview as she prepares for her professional qualification
as a chartered accountant. In a globalised world, intellectual capital is as important a
resource for less wealthy nations as financial support. Tsion is certainly building up her
formidable stocks of the former as she prepares herself for her long-term goal of
returning to Africa once her children, Naomi and Kaleb, are independent.
Which brings me on to your favourite penpicture moment: the „eyes meeting across the
crowded room‟ cliché. Tsion had met husband Sam socially at the Ethiopian Club in
London, and again at a function at the Ethiopian Embassy. But it took a chance
meeting on the Northern Line on their way to work for them to exchange phone
numbers, and the rest is history (another of your favourite clichés). The grubbiest line
on the whole of the Tube gives birth to the most beautiful outcome. All together now:
aaaaaah.
Tsion and Sam had been brought up in the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, and continue
to worship at the Orthodox Church in Battersea about once every two months. The
service is held in an ancient religious dialect, with occasional commentary in Amharic,
the national Ethiopian language. When I asked why she continued to go, she said
because the church is part of „being you‟. She has her roots in her native country and
its institutions. Will her children maintain the same cultural identity? Who knows, she
replied. But what she is sure of is that if they learn to pray to God and to love and
respect others while they are children, they will have a solid spiritual basis for the rest
of their lives.
So why are Tsion, Sam, Naomi and Kaleb worshipping here in church with us? There
follows another of our familiar stories of friendship. Tsion knows Tabiso, and was
invited to the christening party this summer. Catherine Sittas was there too, and said
„Why not give us a try‟. So they did. From such encounters are churches grown.
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Refurbishment Scheme

Barbara Calvert

It is now 6 months since the last edition of Stepping Stones. This 8th edition we
decided to incorporate into Contact which will go to all on our community roll but
there will be spare copies to pass on to friends and neighbours interested in all the
changes that are taking place. There is nothing like builders vans, skips and cement
mixers on site to get people wondering what is happening! I have asked Peter Herriot,
in his capacity of co-ordinator of the Refurbishment Team and Senior Church Steward
to write Stepping Stones this time and below is his account of progress to date. Thank
you, Peter.
This is the most exciting opportunity I‟ve had in my career so far. Let‟s all grasp this
one-off chance of making our church the spiritual, cultural, and social centre of our
community.

Refurbishment Scheme
Stepping Stones
No 8 December 2010
With the pews all stripped out, and the imminent transfer of our
worship to the church hall, the reality of refurbishment is now hitting home hard. You
really know things are changing when you no longer have the security of a piece of
wood at the front, the side, and the rear to prop you up. Fortunately, you still have
something underneath.
From now on, change will come ever faster, and I‟ll try and keep you up to date with
events as they happen. There‟ll be a paragraph in the weekly notices with hot news:
you‟ll already have seen there the consultation on the choice of chairs. It‟s immensely
important that everyone knows what‟s going on when we‟re in the middle of such a
momentous change in our church‟s life.
It‟s helpful to talk in turn about two different parts of the project: first, the interior of the
church, and then the new foyer and door. Work on the interior is proceeding fast.
Tenders from contractors are being considered by our advisory group of Peter Hicks,
Thomas Cowie, and Phil West (all civil engineers) and Tony Sawyer (a former chief
executive). We are very fortunate to have the voluntary and sacrificial services of these
members of the church family. The existing floor will be broken up and removed, and
the foundations laid for new underfloor heating. This will be powered by new boilers
located on the wall of the corridor from the church into the foyer, and it will be possible
to heat specific zones of the church only, so saving energy and money.
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Then a new floor will be laid, with a surface of ceramic tiles with a labyrinth design in
the centre. This will be a unique and attractive feature, and Jacqui Hicks has written
about it elsewhere in this edition of Contact. But of course, the floor and the new
church furniture are only part of the transformation of the church interior. We are going
to be flexible in our worship, allowing for many new expressions of our faith. We can
become the centre of the Chislehurst community for art and photographic displays,
concerts, and drama. We intend to be the venue of choice for public meetings and
organisational conferences. All of these ambitions require top class facilities.
So the current platform at the altar end of the church will be extended so as to allow
performers more room. State of the art lighting, sound and projection systems will be
installed. So will display facilities for art and photography. Whichever chairs we
choose, they will be light and easily stacked for storage and transfer. Room dividers
will allow space to be separated off for specific purposes. So when we open our church
once again, the transformation will be stunning, but the beautiful key features of the
original Victorian design will be retained.
You‟ll have noticed, though, that we‟ve jettisoned one or two developments which
featured in our earlier plans. The wooden screen at the back of the church will stay
where it is, because our engineers couldn‟t see exactly how the balcony is supported
structurally. This doesn‟t mean it‟s in imminent danger of collapse onto the heads of
those who sit at the back. It has, after all, withstood 140 years of use so far. However,
moving it could have involved major unforeseen costs. The result is that we will have to
do without the useful set of rooms which were going to be built behind the more
forward screen.
To be honest, though, we are constrained by more than structural features: in a word,
by money. We have to plan according to our means, and we are determined to fulfil
our pledge to the church not to spend money we haven‟t got. Tony Sawyer, who keeps
an eagle eye on the books, is confident that existing funds will more than cover the
work on the interior of the church. Unfortunately, they are not at present sufficient to
cover the entire cost of the second part of the project, the new foyer and door.
That‟s not to say that additional funds won‟t become available within the next few
months. We are due to hear soon from the Rank Foundation and from two landfill
trusts in response to our applications. We hope to get more from the Circuit Advance
Fund, which has already supported us generously from the sale of the Blendon
property. The Chislehurst Society too, another generous existing donor, may be able to
help us further.
We are absolutely determined to complete the project. A building for the whole
community will not attract or adequately accommodate the number of people who will
wish to use it unless it has easy and attractive access and a comfortable waiting area.
Nigel Bird, the architect who has extended the entrance lobby to the church hall for
13

Village Nurseries, has provided us with a new design for the foyer. His glass and steel
design does not seek to replicate the pointed shape of the main church building, so
taking the attention away from the church towards the hall. Instead, its single line
draws attention to the church itself, which is, after all, the real architectural treasure.
The new design will require additional planning permission, for which Nigel will apply
on our behalf.
In the meantime, we‟re already planning for the beginning of October. Our church
administrator, Anthony Faulkner, has got together a small team to help us publicise the
opening celebrations on 1st and 2nd October, and in particular the unique pictures from
the Methodist Collection of Modern Christian Art which we will display from 17th
September to 29th October. The opportunity to present ourselves to Chislehurst as a
venue where everyone is welcome and where God is present is too good to be missed.
So pass the word.
This has been a general review of our progress so far in seeking to transform our
church. I‟m conscious that many of you will want to know more than I‟ve had space for
here. Please speak to any one of the refurbishment team (Barbara Calvert, Elaine
Battarbee, Lynton Cope, Sue Cope, Thomas Cowie, Peter Herriot, Peter Hicks, Joan
Mayes, Tony Sawyer, and Phil West) for more detail.

IONA PILGRIMAGE
Barbara and David Calvert will be leading a pilgrimage to the island of Iona from 3-10
June 2011. The art historian Kenneth Clarke regarded Iona as the most Holy place on
earth – and he had visited plenty. It featured in his documentary “Civilisation”.
The week on Iona week will provide those attending (sorry, no more spaces available)
with an experience of life in the community, living
and worshipping together in the Abbey, exploring the
island with an optional boat trip to Staffa.
The theme of the week will be “Colonies of heaven:
Columba and Christianity”, an exploration of the
nature of Columba‟s faith and how it is expressed
and lived in prayer, presence, pastoral care, poetry
and community. How do we build „colonies of
heaven‟? The week is to be led by the minister,
writer, broadcaster and academic Ian Bradley.
We have a group of 12 pilgrims, seven from our church and five from Orpington
Methodist Church.
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THE KING JAMES BIBLE - “The Book that Changed the World”
Four hundred year anniversary: 2011 by John Sennett: co-ordinator
At a conference in 1604 at Hampton Court Palace between leaders of all church
groups, except those of the Roman Catholic church, England`s new king, instituted a
fresh translation of the Bible. Seven teams of scholars set to work. In 1611 a copy was
presented to the King. There was no exact textual agreement between the earliest
printed copies because the printer made rather a mess of his work; nor was the King
James Bible authorised by anyone in 1611! Nevertheless it remains a crucial
document for English speaking peoples throughout the world and, given the
importance of the Bible to protestant churches, a magnificent resource. It is impossible
to exaggerate its importance.
What is being planned to mark the occasion and why. The main motive is to encourage
more people, both within and outside the churches, to read and study the Bible and to
be more aware of the work of modern translators such as the Bible Society.
Preparations are at an early stage but here are some projected activities and some
further sources of information.
1
A leaflet will be available in January to give details of local and some national
events such as the exhibition until April 4th at the British Library on the English
language in which there is a section on the King James Bible. Entry is free.
2
An exhibition at Lambeth Palace Library. No details available at present, but
there will be information on the website. www.lambethplacelibrary.org.
3
A local exhibition is planned for the Chislehurst library open in the first two
weeks of February. If possible it will be transportable to other churches in the circuit.
4
Local schools will be involved. No details at present.
5
There will be two programmes on B.B.C television in the New Year.
6
Existing fellowship groups will be encouraged to have a biblical theme for some
of their meetings, and it is hoped to form one or more Bible study groups.
7
More information is available from The 2011 Trust.
http://2011trust.org/about
us. This is especially good for details of national events such as readings at the
National Theatre. Also helpful are Biblefresh www.biblefresh.com and the Bible Society
www.biblesociety.org.uk
8
At national level the celebrations will end with a service at Westminster Abbey in
November.
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CHISLEHURST DEBT ADVICE SERVICE
The Chislehurst Debt Advice Service (“CDAS”) was launched in November 2009 with
the aim of providing free, independent debt advice for people experiencing financial
hardship, for whatever reason. One year on from the launch and we have made great
progress, helping people in need and learning a huge amount about how else we can
assist in various situations.
What We Do
We see clients in the weekday evenings, where we discuss, in complete confidence,
their financial situation and personal circumstances. At the first meeting, it is usually
the first time that the client has spoken about their financial issues with anyone.
Our approach is to work with clients to find a long term, sustainable solution for them.
We aim to understand the clients‟ income and expenditure and the nature of their
debts and we work out what action needs to be taken first, this can include requesting
that lenders suspend recovery action whilst we investigate the issues.
We then negotiate with the clients‟ creditors in order to arrange a debt management
plan that is acceptable to everyone, given the circumstances. We only recommend an
insolvency procedure if all other possible avenues of repayment have been exhausted.
What We Have Learnt
Our clients have varied in ages, income levels and in all cases so far the debt problem
has arisen as a result of an unexpected event, like illness and redundancy. In most
cases, it is evident that the burden of not being able to deal with mounting debt
problems has taken its toll on client‟s health. Also, it is a common mis-conception that
all problems with debt are a result of irresponsible spending on easily available credit
cards, this is just not the case.
How You Can Help
We have a waiting list of clients at the moment and we are not able to deal with people
as quickly or as efficiently as we would like. The reason for this is that we desperately
need more people to help us, whether it be people who are interested in becoming
trained advisors or people who can help with administration during the day. It is not
necessary to have a financial background.
Thank You
Thank you for those people who have been praying for our clients and for the team, we
ask that you would continue to pray so that we can grow the team and that those
people who need our help will find out about us.
Please do consider if you are able to help us continue our work, we currently have
more people requiring our help than we can service. Please contact Matt Thomas 020
8467 8965 or email chislehurstdebtadviceservice@gmail.com. If you know someone
who needs our help please ask them to call our 24 hour answerphone020 8467 6715.
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THE ANGEL RAP

By Miriam van Teutem

Angels, Angels up above,
Ready to proclaim your love
Allelujah, Allelujah!

You sent the message of good news
To all those people in our pews,
Allelujah, Allelujah!

Your golden halo and gentle curls,
you angels helped bring love into the world,
Allelujah, Allelujah!

Angel by Danait Yallow

Churches Together in Chislehurst Charity Shop 66 High Street
By Christine Moss - Church Shop Representative
The charity shop by the Post Office, that opened in 1993 was founded by our Minister
at the time Geoffrey Fletcher. At the shop AGM in November Geoffrey gave us an
account of his recent visit to Zambia on behalf of the CONTESA charity that is one of
the charities the shop has been supporting. The donations provided by the shop have
paid for a new school building called the Chislehurst Block that Geoffrey opened during
his visit.
The shop had a good year sales were up by 11.6%. Since the shop opened 17 years
ago approximately £750,000 has been given to the chosen charities.
Volunteers are needed to work in the shop especially on Saturdays, it is only a 3-hour
shift. If you are interested please call at the shop and leave your details, you would be
most welcome.
17

CHRISTMAS APPEAL
The proceeds of the collection at the Candlelight Service on Sunday 19th and also the
profit from our Christmas Lunch will go to Christian Aid Christmas Appeal.
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Aluminium Recycling by Gillian Beecher Bryant
A couple of years ago, I decided to set a target of £100 in time to mark the Centenary
of Guiding in 2010 and am delighted to say that thanks to your efforts, this figure was
achieved. The money has gone out to South Africa to support a charity called God‟s
Golden Acre near Durban - 5 groups of 20 Guides went there this summer to help run
educational, sports and other activities at this centre for communities affected by
HIV/AIDS in KwaZulu Natal.
After some 13 years of supporting our uniformed organisations, I think we should put
further money to our own rebuilding fund. Aluminium prices are quite good at the
moment, though of course they fluctuate.
Keep it coming, flattened as much as possible, not plasticky, etc., etc.
Of course, if you want to take it over for your organisation, I can tell you all you want to
know.......

Carol singing for Action for Children

Christine Pott

We‟re carol singing at Bond Street underground station again this year – on Saturday,
11th December. We‟ll start singing in the ticket hall at 11.30am and with enough
people to sing, play instruments and collect hope to continue until 3.30pm. Please try
to come, even for a short while.
Some of us usually travel up together from Sidcup station and you would be very
welcome to join us – and more hands would be much appreciated to carry all the „gear‟
to Bond Street and (even more so) to get the money – and the „gear‟ – home….
We‟re also singing in Chislehurst High Street, opposite the Active Age coffee shop on
Saturday, 18th December. Please be there for a prompt start at 10.30am (finish at
noon).
We collected £1615 for Action for Children last year and it’s most important that
we have enough people to sing and collect (non-singers are very, very
welcome).
For more details, please ring me on (020) 8467 4788 or email me –
christinepott@onetel.com . Thank you.
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This poem, written by Barbara Calvert after our Bond Street carol singing in 2008,
describes our day perfectly:
Run for the train
through the grey damp drizzle
of a Saturday morning in December.
Emerge from dark underground
to the bright, bustling concourse
Bond Street Station.
Display the Action for Children posters
set up the keyboard
balance the music
hand round the song sheets
don red Christmas hats
silver tinsel garlands
tune up
take breath …
„Hark the herald angels sing…‟
Shoppers hesitate
football supporters gawp
tourists with cameras snap
children dance
community police officers
in bright yellow jackets
look on bemused
the sad smile.
Pause
be still
listen
to the songs the world is singing.
God help us
dampen the discords of strife
support the weak and exploited
comfort the lonely and afraid
embrace the excluded
and sing together
as one human family
beating to your rhythm
the choir of the world
„Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace.‟
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The Refurbishment Fund Appeal

Eddie Battarbee: Gift Aid Secretary

When we launched the funding appeal in January 2009 we set ourselves the
challenging target for personal gifts of £140,000, including gift aid relief. We gave
ourselves three years to achieve this target and we also agreed to augment the fund
with the income tax relief obtained through the gift aid system from the weekly
collections and gift day. In addition we earmarked two-thirds of the 2009 and 2010 gift
day proceeds for the refurbishment fund.
The appeal elicited an almost immediate and generous response. By 5th April 2009 we
had received £27,040, all eligible for gift aid relief. The rate of giving then slowed but
there has been a recent burst. Progress to date has been as follows:1 January 2009 to 5 April 2009
6 April 2009 to 5 April 2010
6 April 2010 to date
Non-tax payers

Net Gifts

Tax Relief

Total

27,040
13,454
19,450
4,050
£63,994

7,627
3,795
5,486*

34,667
17,249
24,936
4,050
80,902

16,908

Tax relief on collections and
Gift day 6.4.08 to 5.4.10
Gift day 2009 allocation
Gift day 2010 allocation
Tax relief on collections and
Gift day 6.4.10 to date*
* (Not yet claimed.)
Balance required to meet the target (gross)‡

13,369
3,817
2,796

3,482
104,366
35,634
£140,000
‡ (If gift aided the net amount needed is approximately £28,000.)

Transitional relief for charities ceases on 5 April 2011 so gifts made after that date will
generate tax relief of £25.00 per £100.00 given, as opposed to £28.20 per £100.00
before that date, i.e. 11.35% less.
Accordingly, any plans one has for giving further sums to the appeal will
produce a better tax outcome if the gifts are brought into the current financial
year i.e. before 5 April 2011. So, further contributions to the Refurbishment Fund
will be all the more valuable if made by 5 April.
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Angels in the bible

by David Calvert

Who are the angels in the bible? They are God‟s civil service. „Civil servant‟ is quite a
good way of expressing what a biblical angel is like, for two reasons.
First, the word „angel‟ has a neutral, non-religious meaning, namely a messenger. This
could be a messenger boy or an ambassador. Or in a religious context the angel could
be prophet or a priest. In these basic uses of the word, an „angel‟ is a representative of
a higher figure, someone who is conducting business on behalf of a greater being.
The second reason why „civil servant‟ is a good likeness is that the Israelite
understanding of God began to see God as more and more remote from creation and
human affairs. God needed a less direct way of saying things and bringing things
about. This way of thinking about God greatly increased in the exilic and post-exilic
period of Israelite history. We see this in Ezekiel who received revelation by means of
an angel rather than directly from God. Likewise, Zechariah needed an interpreter
angel to explain his dreams. It is God‟s transcendence and remoteness which created
the need for intermediaries, mediators, angels. For God no longer acts directly in
human affairs, but only through angels.
Eventually, as God‟s government got busier and life became more complicated, there
were lots and lots of angels. A full civil service grew up. They soon developed their
own hierarchy and chain of command. Angels began to take on specialist roles and
among them two senior civil servants arose, Gabriel and Michael. Michael‟s brief was
to fight evil powers and any authorities which sought to prevent God‟s way. Gabriel‟s
brief was more blue-sky thinking, planning for the future, as well as keeping control of
the civil service.
In the New Testament, it is through angels that God intervenes in the natural course of
events, principally the birth of Jesus and the resurrection. In the Acts of the Apostles, it
is angels - working together with the Holy Spirit - who were involved in every major
landmark in the life of the early Christian communities. But, like all civil servants,
angels had sometimes to be kept in their place. That‟s why Hebrews stresses that
angels are inferior to Christ.
The analogy with civil servants eventually breaks down. You can retire from being a
civil servant, but not from being an angel. So, let‟s continue to keep our eyes and ears
open for angels around us, especially at the season of Christmas, the time of their
greatest activity. And maybe we shall spot an angel or two – and maybe just
occasionally we shall have the opportunity to be an angel ourselves. Retired civil
servants step forward! You already have all the experience you need.
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Christmas Gifts for the Manna Society

Elaine Battarbee

Traditionally we have given Christmas gifts to the Manna Society. This year many of
you have already donated generously to Smile International and it isn‟t long since we
sent our harvest gifts to the Manna Society. However, if you would like to maintain the
tradition, gifts can be left in the box in the porch throughout Advent. Mugs, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, combs, deodorants are always needed. Underwear - new please- is
welcome as are coats, jeans and shoes. Blankets and sleeping bags will be well
received - remember that the recipients of these gifts are homeless and many will be
sleeping rough.
NEW GOINGS ON IN THE HALL
There are several new groups hard at work in the hall.
Those around the building on Wednesday afternoon are often dancing along to the
sounds of the Social (Tea) Dance coming through from the hall. Sherrie Nelson of
Quick-Steps Dance School has recently started classes every Wednesday from 1pm to
3pm, and they are becoming very popular. Some of you may know Sherrie from the
classes she runs above the library. On 15th December there will be a special “Come
and have a look” cabaret/Christmas Party and we are all invited along to try the class
(£5). Sherrie can be contacted on 07830 317354
Saturdays are getting very busy in the hall. Starting in the new year, we will have preschool dance classes from 0900 to 1200 (contact Claire Zara on 07769 688 316 and
via the website at www.vibezdanceandfitness.vpweb.co.uk)
Also on Saturdays indoor sports games for under 6s will start from 1230 to 1430.
There will also be sessions on Tuesday 21 and Wednesday 22 December from 0930
to 1200. Contact Tracey Atkins on 07754 520049 or tjatkins@hotmail.co.uk.
And Finally......................Messy Church
Messy Church takes place from 4 – 6pm once a month on Saturdays. This is an event
for young families to meet together to do crafty things, singing,
reflecting, chatting and eating together. A great time is had by all, so
do give it a try. Contact messychurchbr7@yahoo.co.uk.

Contact will be back at Easter.
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES
10.30am Sunday 12th December

All Age Nativity Service. Costumes
provided for all the children.

4 – 6pm Saturday 18th December

Messy Christmas - for young
families

4pm Sunday 19th December

Candlelit Carol Service for All
Ages. Tea and Mince Pies to
follow.

12.45pm Thursday 23rd December

Informal Christmas Lunchtime
Service in the Wesley Room.
Lunch served afterwards.

10.30am Christmas Day

All Age Christmas Communion

Many thanks to all who have contributed to this special edition of Contact.

_____________________________________________________
Minister: Revd Barbara Calvert
The Manse, Prince Imperial Road
Chislehurst BR7 5LX
020 8467 0084

barbara.calvert@methodist.org.uk

www.methodistchurch.org.uk

Church office: Anthony Faulkner
chismch@talktalk.net
020 8468 7695 (Answerphone out of hours
Church Office open Tue-Fri 10.00 to 2.00

www.chislehurstmethodistchurch.org.uk
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